Introduction
Nebrioporus Régimbart, 1906 is a relatively large hydroporine genus of small-medium sized, variegate, carnivorous water beetles. Most of the known species occupy the Palaearctic, but the genus is also known from North America and sub-Saharan Africa. Occurring from sea level to high mountain ranges they are primarily rheophilic, living amongst gravel in stream pools and stream beds, slow flowing meanders in rivers, streams and springs. Some species are found in muddy ditches with aquatic vegetation, or in oligotrophic lakes, with some species living in saline or hypersaline streams and ponds (N. ceresyi-group). Widely distributed, this genus has generally attracted diverse and geographically disparate taxonomic attention, partly attributable to the frequent incidence of misidentification, due to intrageneric morphological similarities. Despite this, there have been no extensive revisions since Sharp (1882) -within his concept of Deronectesand, later, Zimmermann (1933) . In recent years significant partial revisions utilising modern criteria have been published (Shirt & Angus 1992; Nilsson 1992; Angus et al. 1992; Hendrich & Mazzoldi 1995; Fery et al. 1996; Toledo 1998) , several describing new taxa (for a short history of this genus see Nilsson & Angus 1992: 277 and Toledo 1998: 69) . Compilations of the known species of Nebrioporus have been provided by Nilsson & Angus (1992) and more recently by Nilsson (2001) , where 61 valid species were listed under two subgenera. This revision, focusing on the large Nebrioporus laeviventris species group, proposes solutions to some long standing taxonomic questions (sensu Nilsson & Angus 1992) in addition to detailed description of some of the lesser known species.
